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  George Ernest ñChineseò Morrison (1862 ï 1920) 
 

Geelong-born George Ernest Morrison made his 

mark as an adventurer, journalist, author, surgeon 

and government advisor. Known to many as 

ñChinese Morrison,ò he was born in Geelong on 

February 4, 1862 to parents Rebecca and George 

Morrison. He was educated at Geelong College 

where his father worked as principal. Prior to  

beginning his medical studies at Melbourne     

University he walked from Geelong to Adelaide, a 

distance of 1200km. Following this, he canoed 

down the Murray River from Albury to the mouth 

of the river in South Australia. The two journeys 

resulted in articles being published in the Leader 

newspaper.   

Less successful however were his medical studies.  

After failing a critical examination he left        

Melbourne University and traveled to Queensland 

to investigate the exploitation of islander workers for The Age newspaper. After 

trips to Port Moresby and Thursday Island he set off from Normanton on the Gulf 

of Carpentaria to walk back to Melbourne- a journey of 3200km. 

In June 1883, aged 21, he set off on a second trip to New Guinea on an expedition 

financed by The Age and the Sydney Morning Herald. Setting off with a small 

team from Port Moresby he spent two months travelling around the interior of the 

country before being attacked by natives. Morrison was critically injured with 

spear wounds, including one below the right eye. After convalescing in Port    

Moresby and Cooktown, Queensland 

he returned to Melbourne, still with 

some of the spearheads in his body.  

Due to the delicacy of the surgery to 

remove the spearheads he traveled to 

Edinburgh, Scotland, where he was 

operated on successfully. After the 

surgery he resumed his medical  

studies and graduated in 1887.  

Following trips to North America 

and the West Indies he spent 18 

months working as a medical officer 

for a mining company and then 2 

years as resident surgeon at the   

George Ernest Morrison in 1902  

(portrait by Frederic Whiting) 

 

The Boxer Uprising  
The Boxer Uprising in China (Also known as 
The Boxer Rebellion) was an anti-colonist, anti-
Christian movement by the Righteous Harmony 
Society (known as Boxers in English). Their 
action was in response to opium trading, political       
invasion, economic manipulation and missionary 
evangelism. In June 1900, lightly or unarmed 
Boxer fighters gathered in Peking (Beijing) to 
besiege foreign embassies. Diplomats, foreign 
civilians, soldiers and some Chinese Christians 
retreated to the Legation Quarter where they 
stayed for 55 days until a multi-national alliance 
brought in 20,000 armed troops to defeat the 
Boxers. 
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Ballarat Base hospital. After leaving the hospital due to a dispute with the hospital 

committee he returned to his nomadic lifestyle, traveling through the Philippines 

before deciding to walk across China to Burma (now Myanmar), a distance of 

4800km. This trek resulted in the publication of his book óAn Australian in Chinaô 

in 1895. Later that same year he traveled around Siam (now Thailand) and     

Vietnam where he reported on the French presence in the region for The Times in 

England. As a result of this reporting he was appointed as The Times first  perma-

nent correspondent in Peking (now Beijing) where he would be based for the next 

20 years. Despite never acquiring a thorough understanding of the Chinese       

language, Westerners viewed him as an expert on China. 

Whilst a correspondent in Peking he reported on the Boxer Uprising of 1900,  

taking part in the ñsiege of legations,ò an attempt by the Chinese to remove     

foreign influence from Peking. (see box: The Boxer Uprising) Fighting as an  

acting-lieutenant, Morrison sustained serious injuries during the battles and was 

reported to have died. His own newspaper ran a lengthy obituary for him as well 

as three other officers who had also been erroneously reported as being killed in  

action. In time, his wounds healed. 

When the Russo-Japanese war broke out in 1904 he became a correspondent with 

the Japanese army. Then, when the Chinese revolution broke out in 1911 he took 

the side of the revolutionaries, and after the Chinese republic was established in 

1912 he resigned his post 

with The Times to take up 

the role as a political advisor 

to the Chinese government. 

1912 also saw him marry his 

former secretary Jennie 

Wark Robin, 27 years his 

junior, with whom he had 3 

sons, Ian, Alastair and Colin. 

By 1919 Morrisonôs health 

was failing and he retired to 

Devon, England where he 

died in 1920 aged 58. 
Morrison in Western China wearing traditional dress. 

óChineseô Morrisonôs Legacy 
Morrison was an avid collector of books on China. Whilst based there he established the 
George Ernest Morrison library. The collection was sold to a Japanese businessman in 
1917. At the time it contained the largest number of books on China ever collected outside 
China and became the foundation for the Oriental Library in Tokyo, now one of the largest 
collections in the world of books on Asia. In 1932 the first inaugural "George Ernest Morrison 
Lecture in Ethnology" was delivered thanks to funds raised by Chinese residents in Australia.  
The yearly lecture series continues to this day based in Canberra. 
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Kardinia Park was first proclaimed as a public park in May 1872 by the 
Commissioner of Crown Lands. Then known as Chilwell Flat, the new park 
was 60 acres (24 Ha) in size. It was later in that same year that the area 
was re-named Kardinia Park. The 
park originally stretched to Kilgour 
Street, but the continuation of the 
railway line from Geelong to 
Winchelsea took a chunk out of the 
northern section of the park. In 
1903 a zoo was opened by the park 
committee. This small zoo con-
tained many bird species as well as 
Australian animals and monkeys 
from overseas. The zoo was closed 
sometime after 1915. 
By 1911 there were two football ovals at Kardinia Park, one on the east-
ern side, the other on the west. The Geelong Football Club began playing 

home games on the eastern oval at the 
park in 1941 after its previous home 
ground, Corio Oval, was needed for military 
reasons. They still use the same ground  
today, although it is better known as 
ά{ƪƛƭƭŜŘ {ǘŀŘƛǳƳέ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΦ 
(See box: GFC theme song) 
The western oval is currently used by the 
local St Marys Football Club. A third oval 
has been added at the northern end of the 
park which is home to the Geelong Cricket 
Club during Summer, and the Geelong Foot-
ball Umpires Association during Winter. 
Netball courts and an Olympicςsize swim-
ming pool round out the extensive sporting 
nature of the park. 

Kardinia Park Zoo entrance [circa.1910]  

(State Library of Victoria)  

 

Kardinia Park ï aerial view  
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We are Geelong, the greatest team of all 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ DŜŜƭƻƴƎΤ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭ 
We play the game as it should be played 
At home or far away 
Our banners fly high, from dawn to dark 
Down at Kardinia Park 
 
 
So! Stand up and fight, remember our tradition 
{ǘŀƴŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƎƘǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƻǳǊ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴ 
Throughout the game to fight with all our might 
.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘȅ ōƭǳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ 
And when the ball is bounced, to the final bell 
Stand up and fight like hell. 

Skilled Stadium ï The stadium is built right on Moorabool Street  
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Cats are currently the most popular pet in the world. Due to their close 
relationship with humans, cats are now found almost everywhere on earth. 
Cats are loving, affectionate creatures who love nothing better than to 
sleep in front of the fire on a cold winters day or have a nice warm lap to 
cuddle up on. 
 

Cat Facts  
National Cat Day is celebrated on October 29 th every year  

You can extend your catôs life by having them neutered 

Just like fingerprints on humans, the nose pad of cats is 
rigid in a pattern that is completely unique  

A cat uses its whiskers to tell if the space they are        
entering is big enough for them  

Your cat prefers eating its food at room temperature, out 

of a clean bowl in the same quiet spot each day  

30% of a cats waking hours are spent on grooming  

Cats sleep approximately 16 to 18 hours a day, but not 
soundly. They will react immediately to any stimulation  

The fattest cat weighed approximately 46lbs  

Cat owners live longer, happier lives with less stress and 
less heart attacks  

A cat can pivot its ears 180 degrees  

Cats knead their paws when they are happy  

The oldest cat lived to the age of 36 years old  

Your cat will pick on your mood, and will change its mood based on yours  

The largest cat litter was 19 kittens (4 of them where stillborn)  

The most fertile cat gave birth to 420 kittens throughout its life  

Cats speak to humans who speak to them, they also get their security from 
your voice, so watch your tone  

A cat who rolls over and ex-

poses its stomach to you, 
feels very safe and secure 
around you. They are also let-
ting you know that they enjoy 
youôre company 

Ailurophobia: a morbid fear of 
cats  

Cats 

ñThousands of 

years ago, cats 

were worshipped as 

godsé 

Cats have never   

forgotten this!ò 
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Only the future knows when the 
treasure may surface again. 

In 1798 a pirate called Benito sailed from South America to the 
shores of Port Phillip Bay. 
                                                                                                                                         
According to the story, he then went ashore and allegedly buried 
a fortune in gold and silver from South America in the cliffs of 
Swan Bay near the township of Queenscliff, before being attacked 
by other pirates near the shoreline. 
 
Nothing was heard of the Queenscliff treasure again until the 
муулΩǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǘƻƭŘ ōȅ ŀ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŀƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άYŜǊƻǎŜƴŜ 
WŀŎƪέ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ vǳŜŜƴǎŎƭƛŦŦ ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇΦ 
 
When the person known as Kerosene Jack died in 1902 believers 
thought that the secret location of the treasure was lost forever 
with him. 
 
Many treasure hunters have tried to find it and have failed. 
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Driving with Epilepsy in Australia 
In Australia patients with epilepsy 
must be seizure free for 3-6 months 
for recently diagnosed people, and 
two years for chronic epilepsy, before 
being allowed to drive a motor vehi-
cle. 

Famous People Diagnosed with Epilepsy 
Many notable people, past and present, have 
carried the diagnosis of epilepsy. Some of these 
notable people are: 
Alexander the Great, Julius Caesar, Peter 
Tchaikovsky, Agatha Christie, Danny Glover and 
Hugo Weaving. 

Seizure type 
There are three types of seizures and these types are: 
 
Tonic-clonic Seizure 
A type of generalised seizure that affects the entire brain. Tonic ς Clonic seizures are the 
type of seizure that is commonly associated with epilepsy and seizures in general. 
 
Absence Seizure 
In this type of seizure, the person may appear to be staring into space with or without jerk-
ing or twitching movements of the eye muscles. These periods last for seconds, or even tens 
of seconds. 
 
Myoclonic Seizure 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǎŜƛȊǳǊŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ άƧǳƳǇǎέΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǊŀǇƛŘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
relaxation of the muscles. 
 
Also: Juvenile Myoclonic Epilepsy Syndrome  
In juvenile Myoclonic epilepsy, seizures usually involve the neck, shoulders and upper arms. 
These seizures typically occur shortly after waking up. They normally begin between puberty 
and early adulthood. They are usually controlled with medication, but the medication must 
be taken for life. 

You are probably asking yourself what is epilepsy?  
²Ŝƭƭ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΧΧΦΦΦ 
Epilepsy is a common chronic neurological disorder of the brain, characterised by 
recurrent unprovoked seizures. These seizures are transient signs and/or     
symptoms of abnormal neuronal activity in the brain. Epilepsy should not be 
understood as a single disorder, but rather as part of a syndrome involving     
episodic abnormal electrical activity in the brain. 
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 My Experience with Epilepsy 
I live with juvenile Myoclonic epilepsy syndrome that has the character-
istics of all three seizure types: tonic-clonic seizures, absence seizures 
and myoclonic seizures. I was diagnosed with this syndrome in 1996 at 
the age of 17-18, after having my first seizure. I have lived with juvenile 
Myoclonic epilepsy for 15 years and lead a perfectly normal life. It took 
some time for the correct mediction to stop the seizures. Even when 23 
years of age I was still having some problems. However, now my        
epilepsy is well controlled with medication that I must take every day 
for the rest of my life. Side affects include weight gain, but that is    
manageable. My last seizure was about 5 years ago.  

 
 
Keep calm and reassure other people who may be nearby. 
 
5ƻƴΩǘ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ Řƻǿƴ ƻǊ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ƘƛǎκƘŜǊ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ 
 
Time the seizure with your watch. 
 
Clear the area around the person of anything that may be hard or sharp. 
 
Loosen ties or anything around the neck that may make breathing difficult. 
 
Put something flat and soft, like a pillow or jacket, under the head. 
 
Turn him/her gently onto one side when the fitting stops. This will keep the airway 
clear. DO NOT TRY TO FORCE THE MOUTH OPEN WITH ANY HARD OBJECT OR 
WITH YOUR FINGERS. 
 
DO NOT attempt artificial respiration except in the unlikely event that the person 
does not continue breathing after the seizure has stopped. 
 
Stay with the person until the seizure ends naturally. 
 
Be friendly and reassuring as consciousness returns. 
 

Call 000  (or 112 on a mobile phone). Ask for an ambulance. 

First Aid Management of Seizures 
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The history of chocolate dates back to early Meso-
american civilization. As early as 1500 BC, the Olmec 
Indians were growing cacoa (cocoa) beans. The     
Mayans and Aztecs also grew cacoa and developed 
chocolate drinks. 
 
Christopher Columbus can claim the credit for being the first person to bring 
cocoa beans to Europe in the early 1500s, and chocolate drinks became popu-
ƭŀǊ ƛƴ {ǇŀƛƴΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ млл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŀǾƻǊ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƻ 
other parts of Europe. 
 
In 1657, a Frenchman opened the first chocolate house in London. The shop 
ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ /ƻŦŦŜŜ aƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻōŀŎŎƻ wƻƭƭέΣ ŀƴŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ŘǊƛƴƪǎΣ 
chocolate was a beverage that could only be enjoyed by the upper class. 
 
Chocolate continued its popularity and by 1674 it had become an ingredient 
used in cakes and rolls. The spread and production of chocolate reached      
another milestone in 1732, when Monsieur Dubuisson of France invented a 
table mill that could grind chocolate. 
 
Joseph Fry of Bristol, England, made the next major leap forward with the    
invention of a steam engine for grinding the beans. This allowed chocolate to 
be manufactured on a much larger scale. Fry & Sons (which would later merge 
with Cadbury) can also claim one of the most important inventions in the     
history of chocolate ς the modern chocolate bar in 1847. 
 
Before Fry & Sons could create the chocolate bar however, in 1828 Dutchman 
Casparus van Houton invented a hydraulic press that was used to create cocoa 
powder. Today the method is know as 
ά5ǳǘŎƘƛƴƎέΦ 
 
From there, chocolate took off. Richard        
Cadbury is said to have made the first known 
heart-ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ōƻȄ ŦƻǊ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ ƛƴ мусмΣ 
and Daniel Peters of Switzerland produced the 
first milk chocolate bar in 1875, using powdered 
milk that had been invented by Henri Nestlé a 
few years earlier. 

National Chocolate Day 
Celebrate National Chocolate Day on October 28th  


