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P A R T TWO  
 
KING COBRA  

The King Cobra (Ophiophagus    

Hannah) is the worldôs longest    

venomous snake ï growing up to 

5.6m in length. Ophiophagus,      

literally means ñsnake-eater,ò as it 

eats other snakes. One single bite of 

this deadly snake can easily kill a 

human. This snake is even capable 

of killing a full -grown Asian Elephant 

within 3 hours if the larger animal is 

bitten in a vulnerable area such as 

the trunk. Itôs venom is not as toxic 

as other venomous snakes, but the 

King Cobra is capable of injecting 

five times more venom than the 

black mamba and can result in 

death up to five times faster.  

 

MARBLED CONE SNAIL  

Donôt let the beauty of the Marbled 

Cone Snail fool you since it can be 

quite deadly. Of course, the true 

purpose of its venom is to catch its 

prey. However, one drop of its 

venom is so powerful that it can kill 

more than 20 humans. If you ever 

happen to be in a warm salt water 

environment (where these snails 

are found), stay well away from 

them. Symptoms of a Cone Snail 

sting can start immediately or can be delayed in onset for days. 

It results in intense pain, swelling, numbness and tingling.     

Severe cases involve muscle paralysis, blurred vision and 

breathing failure.  There is no anti - venom.  
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June 4  

Appalled at the great number of innocent Palestinian and Lebanese 

children becoming victims of Israel's acts of aggression, on August 

19, 1982 at an emergency special session on the question of       

Palestine, the United Nations General Assembly, decided to       

commemorate June 4 of each year as the International Day of     

Innocent Children Victims of Aggression.  

According to the UN, the statistics of child abuse include:  

¶ More than two million children killed in conflict in the last two 

decades.  

¶ About 10 million child refugees are cared for by the UN Refugee 

Agency (UNHCR).  

¶ In the Latin America and Caribbean region 

about 80,000 children die annually from     

violence starting within the family.  

Child abuse remains prevalent today ðbut how 

prevalent? We know how many cases of abuse are 

being reported each year but this may only be the 

tip of the iceberg. The UN is working hard to help 

protect children around the world.  

Here in Australia mandatory laws have been    

introduced that require professionals who work 

with children to report any child they suspect is in  

danger of abuse. In spite of mandatory reporting 

laws, statistics suggest that violence against   

children continues to rise.  

International Day of Innocent Children Victims of Aggression  

Why do adults abuse children?  

1. Some abusers learned it from their parents. Their early history 

consisted of receiving abuse themselves and/or seeing others 

abused. As they become adults, they simply turn this relation-

ship dynamic around and start acting as the "abuser."  

2. Abusive behaviour can also result from personality disorders 

or substance abuse. For example, someone with anger     

management issues, or a drinking problem may easily loose 

control during arguments or when tired and stressed.  

3. Some may abuse children because of the selfish benefits they 

receive from doing so. For instance ðsexual or financial gratifi-

cation, or the simple allure of power over other people's lives.  

None of these excuses justify child abuse!  
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George Hitchcock and Walter Hitchcock were sons of     
William  and Mary Hitchcock, from Devon, England. George 

was born on October 7, 1831 and Walter on August 11, 
1832. After attending Denmark Hill School they were     
apprenticed to their uncle George, a London draper.* In 
1849 the Hitchcock family migrated in the ship Amity Hall  

to Geelong where, in June 1850, they established Hitchcock 
Bros & Co., general dealers, wool -brokers and merchants.  

William  went to the Ballarat goldfields in September 1851 
but was more successful at Forest Creek near Castlemaine. 
A devout Congregationalist, he organized regular religious 

services, first in a marquee and later in the Castlemaine 
Hall which he built in addition to his own home. He was an 
auctioneer, merchant, proprietor of livery stables and   
founder of the first local newspaper. Although prominent in 

charitable activities, he lost heavily in mining speculations 
and was declared insolvent in October 1859. He died in  

Melbourne on April 29, 1867 aged 55.  

After spending a year with his father on the goldfields 
Walter returned to Geelong and, in September 1853, he 

and his brother George joined William Bright & Co.,   
drapers and clothiers, forming Bright and Hitchcocks. In 
1857 Walter married Mary Burrow, the daughter of     

William Burrow who was then mayor of Geelong. Sadly, 
Mary died in 1858, leaving behind one daughter. On     
December  13, 1860 Walter married Amelia Woollard and 

had three more children. Amelia converted to Roman  
Catholicism and died estranged from him in August 1908.  

As buyer for Bright and Hitchcocks Walter moved to   

England in 1863. In London he acted as agent for civic 
and church groups in Geelong and 
was prominent in obtaining its   

celebrated post office clock. In 1865
-66 his efforts helped to secure   
machinery and finance for a woollen 

mill at Geelong. In 1881 he resigned 
from Bright and Hitchcocks. Perhaps 
Walterôs greatest passion was the 
volunteer fire -brigade movement. In 
Geelong he rarely missed a fire or 

lost an opportunity to promote the     
movement and in 1883 on one of 

George Hitchcock 
in 1909 on his 

golden wedding 
anniversary.  

 

ñBehind every good man is a good 
womanò 

Annie Hitchcock: 1842 - 1917  

Wife of Geelong businessmen George 
Hitchcock, Annie was a prominent,      
successful, and influential philanthropist 
and  community worker in her own right. 
She was Victoria's foremost Methodist 
fundraiser, and led the Geelong and  
Western District Ladies' Benevolent      
Association for forty one years, a period 
when it  became the leading organisation 
of  its kind in regional Victoria.  

*Draper: An old fashion term for a seller of cloth and clothes.  
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 his visits to Australia was honoured with life membership as an honor-
ary captain. Walter died in England on July 12, 1923.  

Under the management of George  and later his son Howard, Bright & 
Hitchcocks became the largest department store in Victoria outside  
Melbourne. George became a Geelong town councillor in 1875 and a 
Justice of the Peace in 1891. He was also active in the Chamber of  

Commerce and in 1890 -1912 served as council chairman of the Gordon  
Institute of Technology. In 1859 he married Annie , and they had two 

sons and a daughter. George died in Geelong on May 8, 1912 and the 
G. M. Hitchcock Art Gallery was named in his honour.  

Howard  was born on March 31, 1866 in Geelong. He began work at 18 
as an assistant at Bright & Hitchcocks. Five years later he became a 
junior partner and on his father's death in 1912 he took over as manag-

ing director. In 1926 he sold the   
business to five of his employees.  

On April 16, 1890 Howard married 

Charlotte Royce. They had no children.  

Howard was prominent in the Yarra 
Street Wesleyan Church (see page 

28), serving for over twenty - five years 
as organist and over ten years as   

secretary and superintendent. In 1915 he was prevailed upon to stand 
for city council. Elected as representative for Bellarine Ward, within two 
years he was chosen as mayor and served a record consecutive five 
years in that office in 1917 -22.  

During his mayoralty his slogan was 'civic improvement and beautifica-
tion' which he put into practice in development schemes for Johnstone's 
Park and the Eastern Beach precinct. He firmly believed that those who 

had made their fortune in the town should be prepared to plough it back 
into its development. He never ceased to push the merits of Geelong, 
extending to visitors lavish (though teetotal) hospitality out of his own 
pocket.  

Hitchcock's interests turned outside Geelong when he 

espoused William Calder's proposal for the establish-
ment of the Great Ocean Road as a memorial to the 
soldiers of the Western District. He became president 
of the Great Ocean Road Trust in 1918, and gave 

nearly £3,000 to its fund - raising appeal. It was his  
enthusiasm and energy as much as anything that kept 
the project afloat. He died before he was able to open 
the completed road in 1932 but, in tribute, his car was 
driven behind the governor's in the procession along 

the road on opening day. He died of heart disease on 
22 August 1932, aged 66.  

Howard Hitchcock and his wife, 

Charlotte owned a house near the 
present Barwon Heads Hotel. 

Their contribution to the town is 
acknowledged by the naming of 
the main street ï 

Hitchcock Avenue.  

Howard Hitchcock  
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 The changing face of 

Located today on the south-
east corner of Moorabool and 
Little Malop Streets in    
central Geelong is the Bright 
and Hitchcocks building. 
Since 1855 the building,  
although receiving many 
makeovers in the last 156 
years, has stood as a       
shopping icon in Geelong.  

The Bright and Hitchcocks 
store had its origins in two 
stores, one run by the Hitch-
cock brothers in Yarra 
Street, and the other by  
William Bright in Moora-
bool Street. The two drapery        
businesses merged in 1855 at 
the current location, and 
their department store 
opened under the "Bright 
and Company" name. In 
those days carts pulled by 
teams of bullocks passed 
each other, through knee-
deep mud in winter and 
throwing up clouds of dust 
each summer, as they plied 
up and down Moorabool 
Street. The name "Bright 
and Hitchcocks" was adopted 
in 1861, and that name    
remained prominent on signs 
above Moorabool Street and 
Little Malop Street until 
1968.  

c.1861 Painting of corner of Moorabool St and Little 
Malop St, with Bright and Hitchcocks in the background.  
Grayôs water tank stands in front (no piped water in those 
days), where Banjoôs Bakehouse is now located. 

 

c.1880 Lithograph by Fergusson and Mitchell 

 

c.1900   Photo: State Library of Victoria 
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 William Bright retired in 1865 
and the son of one of the found-
ing brothers, Howard Hitchcock, 
was the last of the two families 
to be involved with the store, 
retiring in 1926. 

Bright and Hitchcocks became a 
public company in 1950 with 
almost 600 shareholders. In 1959 
the company was purchased by 
Foy and Gibsons Ltd, who later 
merged with Cox Brothers. 

Cox Brothers ran into financial 
problems in 1966, and in March 
1968 the store was sold to new 
owners, who changed the name 
to "Brights". It was sold again in 
January 1969 to Sydney based 
Burns Philp and Co, who      
renamed the store "Mates". The 
final sale was in 1976 when Chas 
Moore took over the lease, 
changing the name again, this 
time to "Moores". 

1979 saw Moores closed. The 
building was then divided into a 
number of smaller stores at 
street level. Since 1982 the upper 
floors have remained empty. The 
basement was occupied by a 
Spotlight fabric store until 2005. 
The exterior of the building  
underwent a repaint and minor 
refurbishment in 2006. 

In 2011 the Bright and Hitch-
cocks building is once again 
listed for sale. The building has 
been valued at around $7      
million.  

1916. Bright & Hitchcocks is decorated with signs and 
flags, encouraging citizens to donate to the Red Cross 
to support Australian soldiers during WWI. 
Major renovations in 1912-13 saw the addition of the 

lookout. The basement was added in 1920. 

 

1950 Bright & Hitchcocks celebrate their centenary. 

 

A recent photo of the Bright and Hitchcocks building. 
7Eleven now occupies the street-level corner shop. 
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The earliest historical reference to magnification dates 

back to ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs in the 5 th  century 

BCE, which depict òsimple glass lenses.ó However, the   

earliest written record of magnification dates back to the 

1st century CE, when Seneca the Younger, a tutor of       

Emperor Nero of Rome, wrote: òletters, however small and 

indistinct, are seen enlarged and more clearly through a 

globe or glass filled with water.ó Nero (reigned 54-68 CE) is 

also said to have watched the gladiatorial games using an 

emerald as a corrective lens.  

Corrective lenses were said to be used by Spanish Muslim  

inventor Abbas Ibn Firnas in the 9 th  century, who had    

devised a way to produce very clear glass. These glasses 

could be shaped and polished into round rocks used for 

viewing and were known as reading stones. The earliest 

evidence of òa magnifying device, a convex lens forming a 

magnified image,ó dates back to the Book of Optics         

published by Persian -born Alhazen in 1012. Its translation 

into Latin from Arabic in the 12 th  century was instrumen-

tal to the invention of eyeglasses in 13 th  century Italy.  

Englishman Robert Grossetesteõs treatise De iride (òOn the 

Rainbowó), written between  1220 and 1235, mentions using 

optics to òread the smallest letters at incredible distances.ó 

A few years later in 1262, Roger Bacon is also known to 

have written on the magnifying properties of lenses.  

Reportedly, spectacles were in use in China by the rich and 

elderly at the time of Marco Poloõs arrival in 1270 or 1271, 

although the Chinese credit their invention to Arabia in 

the 11 th  century.  

Who invented eyeglasses?  

Many theories abound for who should be credited for the invention of 

traditional eyeglasses. Despite reference to spectacles in China around 

1270, the strongest evidence points to the invention of eyeglasses     

between 1280 and 1300 in Italy.  

Emperor Nero  

Alhazen  

Abbas Ibn 

Firnas  
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In 1676, Francesco Redi, a professor of medicine at the University of 

Pisa, wrote that he possessed a 1289 manuscript whose author       

stated that he would be unable to read or write were it not for the    

recent invention of glasses. Redi credits a Dominican friar, Alessandro 

da Spina of Pisa, with the re -invention of glasses after an original      

un-named inventor showed him how.  

Another candidate for first inventor is Salvino      

D'Armate, who is credited with inventing the first 

wearable eye glasses on September 16, 1284 in Italy. 

In 1684, Leopoldo del Migliore wrote that the church 

of Santa Maria Maggieor contained a memorial      

honouring D'Armati with the inscription: òHere lies 

Salvino degl' Armati, son of Armato of Florence,       

inventor of eyeglasses. May God forgive his sins. A.D. 

1317.ó The church has been rebuilt several times since 

the 13th century however, and this tomb no longer 

exists, so the claim cannot be verified.  

The earliest pictorial evidence for the use of eyeglasses 

is Tommaso da Modena's 1352 portrait of the cardinal 

Hugh de Provence reading in a scriptorium.  

Later developments  

The American scientist Benjamin Franklin, who suffered from both 

myopia and presbyopia, adopted bifocals in 1784 to avoid having to 

regularly switch between two pairs of glasses although the claim that 

he actually invented them is disputed. The first lenses for correcting 

astigmatism* were constructed by Englishman George Airy in 1825.  

Despite the increasing popularity of contact 

lenses and laser corrective eye surgery, glasses 

remain very common, as their technology has 

improved. For instance, it is now possible to 

purchase frames made of special memory metal 

alloys that return to their correct shape after 

being bent. Other frames have spring -loaded 

hinges. 
 

Since the beginning of human history mankind has been plagued with 

limited vision, especially as old age set in, making the elderly totally 

reliant upon their children for support. How times have changed, 

thanks to the dedicated efforts of men of science down through history!  
 

Cardinal Hugh de 

Provence ð with 

eyeglasses  

*Astigmatism  is an optical defect in which vision is blurred due to the inability of the optics of 

the eye to focus a point object into a sharp focused image on the retina. This may be due to an 

irregular curvature of the cornea or lens.  

Today over 60% of 

the population wear 

glasses to correct 

some form of vision 

defect.  
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Lee Kernaghan was born on April 15, 1964, in Corryong, Victoria on the foot-
hills of the Snowy Mountains high country. The son of a truck driver and later 
multi-platinum recording artist Ray Kernaghan, Lee spent his formative years 
ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊƛƴŀ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ b{²Φ [ŜŜΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
ǘƘƛǊŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŘǊƻǾŜǊ ƻŦ ǎƘŜŜǇ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ [ŜŜΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ 
with his pop ran deep, inspiring much of his music. 

Lǘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ǎŀƛƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ YŜǊƴŀƎƘŀƴ ǿƘƻΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
1982 Starmaker award soon found himself in the musical wilderness. Lee    
ǊŜŎŀƭƭǎΥ άL ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ƘƛƎƘ ŀŦǘŜǊ {ǘŀǊƳŀƪŜǊ ōǳǘ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǊŀŘƛƻΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƭƻƴƎ L ǿŀǎ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ !ƭōǳǊȅΣ b{² 
trying to get gigs anywhere I could for me and my band. Nobody wanted to 
hear much country music back then so I was mainly singing pop/rock covers 
ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǊƻŎƪ Ψƴ ǊƻƭƭΦ L ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ Ǉƛŀƴƻ ōŀǊ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŎƻŎƪǘŀƛƭ ƳǳǎƛŎ 
ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ōƛƴƎƻ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {{ϧ! Ŏƭǳō ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǎŜǘǎΦέ 

άtǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪŜǎǘ Řŀȅ ǿŀǎ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ !ǊƳǎ IƻǘŜƭ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ мффлΦ 
I loaded in my PA and started playing at 8pm but a couple of hours went by 
and nobody turned up. At   
11 pm the bar manager said I 
could knock off and I loaded 
all my gear back into this 
little modified horse float I 
was towing, knowing that not 

In Australia ARIA awards gold records 
for 35 000 sales and platinum records 
for 70 000 sales. Kernaghan has many 
multi-platinum sales to his credit. 
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ŀ ǎƻǳƭ ƘŀŘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǎƘƻǿΣ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ Ƴȅ ƳǳƳΗέ 

However, things were about to change for Lee. 

Lƴ мффн [ŜŜ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƭōǳƳΣ ǘƘŜ !wL! ŀǿŀǊŘ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ά¢ƘŜ hǳǘōŀŎƪ 
/ƭǳōΦέ Iƛǎ ǎƻƴƎ ά.ƻȅǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ǳǎƘέ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘŀƴǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻƴŜ ƘƛǘΦ 
ά²ƘŜƴ DŀǊǘƘ όtƻǊǘŜǊύ ŀƴŘ L ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿǊƻǘŜ .ƻȅǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ǳǎƘΣέ ǎŀȅǎ [ŜŜΣ  άL ƘŀŘ 
no idea it would ever be a hit. It was just a song about me and my mates,  
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘΣ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉǳō ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ǘŜΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǳǎΧǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƪƛŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƘΦέ 
Kernaghan had a winning formula, writing from the heart about his own life 
and that of his mates. Before long he had a band and was out on the road   
performing live. 

In January 1993 Kernaghan was 
awarded his first Golden Guitar for 
Song of the Year (Boys from the Bush) 
along with more Golden Guitars for 
Album of the Year (The Outback Club) 
and Male Vocalist of the Year. Kerna-
ghan and Porter collaborated again in 
1993 to produce the highly acclaimed 
ά¢ƘǊŜŜ /Ƙŀƛƴ wƻŀŘέ ŀƭōǳƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦŜŀπ
ǘǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀǎƘ Ƙƛǘǎ ά{ƘŜΩǎ Ƴȅ ¦ǘŜΣέ 
ά¢ƘŜ hǳǘōŀŎƪ /ƭǳōΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŘ 
ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŘǳŜǘ ά[ŜŀǾŜ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
[ƻƴƎȅŀǊŘέ ǿƛǘƘ {ƭƛƳ 5ǳǎǘȅΦ ¢ƘǊŜŜ 
Chain Road won Lee a record of five 
Golden Guitars at the Australian 
Country Music Awards, the 1994 ARIA 
Award for Country Album of the Year 
and Double Platinum Certification 
from the Australian Record Industry 
Association. 

Throughout his career Lee has dominated the charts with successive hit       
albums including Three Chain Road, 1959, Hat Town, Electric Rodeo, The New 
Bush, The Big Ones and the #1 album Spirit of the Bush. Awarded Hit Maker of 
the Decade in recognition of unprecedented chart success throughout the 90s 
Lee was recently named the biggest hit-maker of the last twenty years on the 
Australian Country Tracks Chart 2009 edging out musical greats from Australia 
and America for the number one position. 

Performing live at the Tamworth       
Country Music festival. 

Photo: Peter Moran 


